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Monday, February 22, 1999 
A Newsletter for th e 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UN IV E R S IT Y 
Community 
Volume 23, Number 27 
GVSU to Remedy Compensation Discrepancies 
Grand Valley President Arend D. 
Lubbers announced last week that the 
university has committed $250,000 to 
remedy discrepancies in compensa-
tion for professors and administrators. 
The adjustments will be announced 
on March 1 and are retroactive to 
January 1, 1999. 
"We have always taken seriously 
the need for fairness in faculty and 
administrative pay scales," Lubbers 
sa id . "The university has routinely 
conducted annual salary eva luations. 
This year, in part as a result of the good 
work of the Women's Commission, we 
decided to take two steps, one short 
term and one longer range. " 
First, at the president's request, the 
university's Human Resources Office 
requested a prel iminary review by Finis 
Welch, a nationally known labor 
economist with expertise in the eco-
nomic modeling of salary parity in the 
work force . The university provided 
salary data to Welch, and Welch's audit 
and adjustment recommendations 
provide the basis for the March 1 
adjustments. The administration is now 
meeting with those responsible fo r 
sa lary decisions for additional input 
prio r to announcing salary adjustments 
to the women and men who will 
receive them. 
Second , Lubbers announced the 
creation of a new task force - to 
include Women 's Commission members 
and administrative staff - to advise him 
on his choice of an outside consultant. 
This consultant w ill work with the 
continued on page 3 
Lubbers Testifies at House Subcommittee Hearing 
Last Wednesday, GVSU President 
A.rend D. Lubbers told a key Michigan 
House of Representatives subcommit-
tee that demand for access to Michi-
gan's public universities is growing 
and that changes in per-student 
funding are not keeping up with the 
increased demand. The result, sa id 
Lubbers, is likely to be e ithe r higher 
tuition o r enrollment caps at the 
state 's public university campuses. His 
comments came during testimony 
before the Higher Education Appropri-
ations Subcommittee of the Michigan 
House of Representatives, meeting in 
La nsing on February 17. 
"More students than ever before 
are graduating from high schools in 
Michigan," Lubbers said during his 
speech. "More high school graduates 
are choosing to go to college. And , if 
Governor Engle r's new college 
scholarship award program is imple-
mented , the demand for admittance to 
the public campuses will go up even 
more. 
"A.re the citi zens of 
Michigan who meet the 
qualifications entitled to 
attend a state-
supported 
university? If you 
believe the 
answer is yes," 
Lubber said, "let 
me suggest that 
the recent history 
of GVSU is worth 
examining. For as 
we have grown 
larger, we ended 
up with less state 
aid per student. 
This is no secret 
in the higher 
education 
community, and 
Grand Valley is 
be ing watched 
President Lubbers, left, and Senator Leon Stille, right, with GVSU Student 
Senators outside the House Appropriations Committee Room in Lansing. 
by Michigan's o ther campuses. I do not 
think that my colleagues at the other 
campuses will think that this feature of 
Grand Valley's history is one they will 
want to repeat. 
"Universities cannot admit many 
additional students, above o ur present 
enrollments, if all we have to support 
them with is tuition," Lubbers told 
House members. "This is no t a problem 
that will solve itself. As new members 
of the Legislature, this is one of your 
first challenges. I can think of no thing 
more important than find ing the 
answer. " 
Lubbers was accompanied by Vice 
President Matt McLogan and 16 mem-
bers of the GVSU Student Senate . 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the Office of 
University Communica tions 
every Monday w hen classes are 
in session and biweekly during 
the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication items to Kath leen 
Adams, editor, c/o the FORUM 
cc:Mai l box. From off campus, 
email forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250 Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the World Wide Web 
at: www.gvsu .edu/ 
Faculty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submission form on the Web Site. 
Across Campus 
Seidman School of Business 
Honors Faculty at Banquet 
Acting Dean of the Seidman School of 
Business Stan Lindquist congratulates Marie 
McKendall , associate professor of Manage-
Coming Events 
Arts at Noon Features 
Pianist Logan Skelton 
Pianist Logan Skelton will perform during 
the next Arts at Noon Concert on Monday, 
February 22, at 12 noon in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center. Skelton, an assistant professor at the 
University of Michigan, maintains an active 
career as solo 
pianist, 
chamber 
musician, and 
composer. 
His perfor-
mance 
schedule 
includes 
appearances 
in Boston, 
New York, 
San Francis-
co, New 
Orleans, and Chicago. His performances and 
compositions have been featured on many 
public radio and television stations. He has 
recorded four compact discs for Centaur and 
Albany Records. 
League of Arab States 
Representative to Visit GVSU 
Khalid M. Khalid Abdalla, the chief 
representative of the League of Arab States 
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ment, who was honored as the outstanding 
faculty member during the SSB Fourth Annual 
Alumni Awards Banquet on February 11 . In 
addition, Valerie Overheul, CEO of Summitt 
Training Source, was given the Outstanding 
Alumni award. Four outstanding students 
also received awards. 
Salary Information Available 
The Faculty and Staff Sa lary Informatio n 
book is now on reserve in the libra1y. The 
information includes employee names, titles, 
departments, 1998-99 and 1997-98 sa laries, 
gross salaries paid in 1998 and 1997, and 
other demographic information. 
Interested persons may a lso review the 
information in the Human Resources Office, 
or purchase their own copy for $6. 10 from 
Human Resources. 
to the United States, will speak to college 
students participating in the Model Arab 
League hosted by GVSU on February 25-27. 
He will also visit area K-12 schools to speak 
about Arab culture and issues . 
Students from GVSU and other Michigan 
colleges and unive rsities will represent the 
various Arab nations in the three-day event 
that helps students practice their skills of 
diplomacy and understanding of the Arab 
world. 
"The Model Arab League takes classroom 
learn ing into the real world and gives them 
a chance to see how difficult these issues 
really are," said James Goode, professor of 
History and coordinator of GVSU's Middle 
East Studies Program. Goode said the 
students practice debate, caucus and 
coalition building to solve problems fac ing 
the Arab world and the globe. 
The Model Arab League program was 
begun by the National Council on U.S.-Arab 
Relations in 1983. 
Artist-Faculty Concert 
Features Songs of Love 
Soprano Lisa Feurzeig, a new member of 
the GVSU music faculty, w ill pe rform on 
Sunday, February 28, at 3 p.m., in the 
Recital Hall. She wil l be accompanied by 
continued on page 3 
Coming Events 
continued from page 2 
Robert 
Byrens on 
the piano . 
Baritone Dale 
Schriemer 
and Carl 
Kaiser, tenor, 
will join 
Feurzeig in 
the program, 
featuring 
"Songs of 
Love and 
Longing, " by 
Schubert, Schumann , Pizzetti, Webern, 
and Faure. 
British Evolutionist to 
Speak At GVSU 
A scientist who received much 
attention in the British press for debat-
ing the Archbishop of York o n the 
relevance of religion in a scientific age 
will present his views at Grand Valley 
on Tuesday, March 2. 
Richard Dawkins, a British evolution-
a ry bio logist and autho r of numerous 
best-selling books on topics related to 
Darwinism, 
will speak at 
7 p .m. in the 
Louis Arm-
strong 
Theatre . The 
speech is free 
and open to 
the public. 
Invited to 
GVSU by the 
Science and 
Mathematics Division, Dawkins is on a 
promotional tour for his sixth book, 
Unweaving the Rainbow: Science, 
Delusion and the Appetite f or Wonder, 
published in 1998 by Houghton Millin . 
Dawkins' speech at GVSU bea rs the 
same title. 
Dawkins, 58, has ga ined notoriety fo r 
writing and speaking about science in a 
way that connects with the general 
public. He is a professor of the Public 
Understanding of Science at Oxford 
Unive rsity, where he has taught since 
1995. In his numerous books and 
lectures, his recurring theme is that the 
ultimate fun ction of human life is 
simply to pass DNA on to future 
generations. He invites his reade rs and 
audiences to explore the power, beauty 
and mystery behind a Darwinian 
understanding of life . 
Securities Analyst to Speak 
Ralph Acampora , director of techni-
ca l resea rch fo r Prudential Securities in 
New York and a regular panelist on "Wall 
Street Week with Louis Rukeyser," will be 
the featured speaker at the Seidman 
School of Business Alumni Association 
breakfast meeting on Thursday, March 4, 
at 8 a.m. The breakfast and speech will 
take place at the Amway Grand Plaza 
Hotel. Call Vonnie Herrera, x2160, for 
more information. 
SSB Hosts Seminar 
For Auto Industry Suppliers 
The Seidman School of Business has 
teamed with Comerica Bank, Interna-
tional Resource Network, Inc. and 
Autocam Corporation to offer a seminar 
titled "Supplying the Auto Industry: A 
Global View of Facto rs That Impact the 
Bottom Line," on Wednesday, March 10. 
The seminar, which will run from 7:45-
11 :45 a .m. at the Eberhard Center, is 
free to Grand Valley fa culty and staff 
members and students . To register, 
contact Sharon Palmitier, Seidman 
Business Se rvices, at x6664. 
Tai Chi Classes Offered 
Campus Wellness is currently offe ring 
a six-week trial session of Tai Chi on 
the Al lendale campus . Ta i Chi, or 
Taij iquan, is an internal martial art that 
o riginated in China several hundred 
yea rs ago. 
The next session , which is o pen to 
fac ulty and staff members, w ill run 
March 16 through April 29, on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, from 12-12:45 p .m. in 
the Multi Purpose Room, 30 Fieldhouse. 
The cost is $30. 
As an inte rnal martial art , Ta i Chi 
foc uses on developing inner strength 
and power. Health benefits associated 
with participating in Tai Chi include: 
improved circulation, respiration, 
digestio n, balance and range of motion . 
Other benefits are the reduction of both 
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physical and emotional tension and an 
enhanced sense of personal well-being. 
"Since these moves are slow and 
gentle," says Tai Chi instructo r Gary 
Lee, "anyone regardless of age o r 
physica l condition can participate and 
enjoy the hea lth benefits of Tai Chi ." 
Lee, who began studying Ta i Chi in 
1993, has been teaching since 1995 
when he became certified in the Yang 
style of the art. 
"Tai Chi may sound like a lot of 
work or another dreary fo rm of exer-
cise," says Lee. "but it is not. It is fun , 
exciting, engaging, and relaxing." 
GVSU to Remedy 
Compensation 
• • D1screpanc1es 
continued from page 1 
un iversity on developing a long-term 
p lan to correct any remain ing sa lary 
d iscrepancies. 
Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Affa irs Glenn Niemeyer also 
commented on last week's develop-
ments . "This announcement is part of a 
larger mu lti-year effort led by President 
Lubbers to address significant quality-of-
life issues raised by the previous 
women's cl imate study, by the Women's 
Commission reports and by the appro-
priate facul ty governance and adminis-
trative committees," Niemeyer sa id. "The 
unive rsity is the place to show leader-
ship in the greater community on 
important issues . It's our job to continue 
to explore and resolve problems," he 
concluded. 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Galle1y Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. , 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Thurs. 
All activities on the Allendale Campus unless otheiwise 
noted. 
Mon., Feb. 22-Sat., Feb. 27 
The "All New" Great Wine & Food Symposium. See the 
Februa1y 15 issue of Forum for details. 
Mon. , Feb. 22 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. Logan Skelton, piano. CDC. 
12-1 p.m.: Women & Gender Studies Program "Do What You 
Can: The Formation of the Ladies Libra1y Association in 
Michigan." Muskegon River Room, KC. 
Tues. , Feb. 23 
12-2 p.m.: FTLC Workshop "Assessing Critical Thinking. " 
Conference Room, CDC. Call x3498 for reservations. 
Wed., Feb. 24 
9 a.m.-1 p.m.: Direction Center Workshop "Annual Giving: 
Building a Solid Foundation." Cost $50. Western Michigan 
University's Grand Rapids Campus. Call (616) 459-3773 for 
rese1vations. 
11-11:50 a.m. : Brown Bag Faculty Forum "Emerging Inequali-
ties in Poland of the 1990s." 114 ASH. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Caryn King, associate professor of Education , recently 
gave a presentation , titled "Lea rning Communities: Factors 
That Impede and Nurture ," at the American Reading Forum 
Conference in Sanibel Island , Florida. 
Ben Edwards, assistant professor of Geology, is lead 
author of a paper, titled "Time Scales of Magmatic Process-
es: New Insights from Dynamic Models for Magmatic 
Assimilation," which was published in the December issue 
of Geology. Edwards conducted the study with his co-author 
James K. Russell at the University of British Columbia, under 
the support of a MacKay Scholarship and a Canadian 
National Science and Engineering Resea rch Council grant. 
John Weber, assistant professor of Geology, presented a 
talk, titled "Tectonic Origin of the 'Infrastructure/ Suprastruc-
ture ' Architecture of the Northern Range, Trinidad ," at the 
Geologica l Society of America Penrose Conference in Pue rta 
Plata, Dominican Republic. 
In the News 
On January 19, Director of Financia l Aid Ken Fridsma 
talked about financial aid deadlines on the WGVU Morning 
Show. 
Ron Ward, director of the Water Resources Institute, was 
a guest on the WGVU Morning Show on January 20 to talk 
about the new WRI field station in Muskegon. 
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2:30-4 p .m.: French Scholars Forum "Le medieval dans 
l'imaginaire moderne: alterite et identite ." Marguerite Walter 
from Aquinas College. Conference Room, CDC. 
8-10 p.m.: Campus Wellness, Laker Aerobic Challenge. Cost 
$3. Recreation Center, FH. 
Fri., Feb. 26 
9-11 a.m.: Small Business Seminar "Help! I'm a New 
Entrepreneur! " Cost $15. EC. Call x6693 to register. 
3-5 p.m.: FTLC Workshop "Tools for Transformation: Making 
tl1e Learning Paradigm a Reality. " 106 STU. Call x3498 for 
reservations. 
Stm., Feb. 28 
3 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series. Lisa Feurzeig, soprano, and 
Robert Byrens, piano, with Dale Schriemer, baritone , and 
Carl Kaiser, tenor. The Recital Hall , PAC. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change. 
Wed. , Feb. 24-Sat. , Feb. 27 
TBA: Women's Basketball at GLIAC Tournament. Battle Creek. 
TBA: Men's Basketball at GLIAC Tournament. Battle Creek. 
Sat., Feb. 27-Stm. , Feb. 28 
TBA: Softball at University of Southern Indiana Tour. 
Evansville, IN. 
Lynn Mapes, professor of History, was interviewed on the 
WGVU Morning Show rega rding the Senate impeachment 
trial and the process for witnesses o n February 1 and 
Februa1y 5; on Februa1y 15, Mapes was aga in interviewed 
o n the Morning Show, a long with Congressman John 
Conyers of Detroit , about the conclusion of the impeach-
ment trial and the backlash for Republicans . 
Veta Tucker, associa te professor of African/ African 
American Studies, was a guest o n the WGVU Morning Show 
on Februa1y 3, where she talked about African American 
literature. 
Matt Mclogan, vice president for University Relatio ns, 
was inte1viewed on the WGVU Morning Show on Februa1y 8, 
about the partnership between GVSU and Spectrum Health. 
Suzeanne Benet, associate professor of Marketing, was 
inte1viewed for a WZZM-TV 13 sto1y that ran on February 12, 
on the effects of te levision advertising on children. 
Diane Rayor, associate professor of English, was inte r-
viewed by WOOD-TV 8 for a Valentine's Day segment on 
"Lifestyles" regarding Ancient Love Poet1y. The segment was 
aired on February 12. 
Erika King, cha ir of Politica l Science, had inte1views with 
WOOD Radio, WGVU Radio, and the Holland Sentinel o n 
February 12, and with WOOD Radio on February 15, and 
the WGVU Morning Show on February 16 about the 
Senate 's decision to acq uit President Clinton. 
